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"But you aro" coiivliiceiF of liafzac'fl

lanocenco?"
"At ono tlme 1 did bellovo In tho pos-

¦tbltlty of IiIm gnlii. That wns when
%e arrlved hero for Ihe first tlme. Thc

Slitio Iiiin come for ino'io tol 1 you what
as passed between Monslcur Uarauc

ftm.l mj'self."
Hcro Rotiletablllc liitorrupted lilmHolf

*«d iiskcti mo If 1 .had brought thn

{.volvei'M. I filioived hlin l.hfitri. Ilav-
ttg oxainlned both, he prnuoiii'iced them

*" .*eellent, und handed thom back to
Tta).
"ghalt we havo any use for them?"

.* BHl.'d.
"No i)oi|bt; lliis evenlng. Wo, shall

,) .0!i.-- liiu night hero.If that won't tlre
foii?"
"On llie contrary," i sald wlth an

.xpresslon that made Koulutnbillc
Uugh.

"No, no," ho .'.ald. "thi« ls no tlme
for luuglilng. Vou roriieinber tlie
blirasc which was the 'opeu s"usaniu' ot
Mils chutcau full of inystoi'y?"

"Yeti," 1 I'ulil, "pei'fcctly.'Tho prcs-
fcylcry lius lost nothlng of its cliorm,
.or tlio garden Ita bi Ightiioss,1 11 was
tlio phraao which you found un tlio
half-burned plece of paper amongst
tli*: .ihIh'h In ln: laboratpry."

"Vcii; at tho bottom of the paper,
wlicic the flamo had not rcached, wns
thla date: 23d of October. Romember
this date, II Is hlghly Important. I am
Uow golng to tell you about thut
.jurloun phrase. Ou the evenlng before
lh«> crlme, that ls to Kay/»-oti tho Uiid,
Monslcur und Madcmolsellc bfangerson
wero at a reeeptlon at tho Elysee. I
know Ihaf, because I was there ou

futy, havlng to Intervlew one of the
Tavupls of the Academy of PhfladeJ-
pi.i.c, who waa belng fetcd thero. i
bi'.l never befofe eeen elther Moimleur
.i- Mudi.'i.iolsetle Stangerson, l was
icated Iu the i ooin whlclt .proeodus the
Balon des Ambassndcurs, 'and, tlred of
Belng jostlej by bo many uoblo per-
aonagei.i, I had fallon Into a vaguc
roverle, whon i scented near in.u tho
acrfume of thc lady ln black.
"Lo you ask me what la the 'per-

tiima of tho lady Iu black'? 11 must
¦ufflec you to know that it is a per-
fuinc of which 1 am very fond, beeatiBC
It \va» that of a lady who had been
very klnd to me In my clilldb»od.a
lady whom I had always scen dreised
Iti black. The lady wlm, that evenlng,
waa scented wlth the perrumo of thc
lady tn black. wns dresaed In whlte.
Sho was wonderfully boautlful. I
could not holp rlslng and following
11¦ r. An old man gave her hls ann, and,
*>r, they p!i*s"d, I licard voIccb say:
'Protessor SLttigeniou and hls daugli-
t*-r.' lt was in that way I Icarned
¦who lt wiib r was following.
"They met Monsleur Robert Darzac,

¦whom 1 kriew by slglit. Professor
Kta.nseidon, vaccosted by Mr. Arthiit
Wllll.-itn Rance, one of the Amerlcan
anvartts, «»ated hlmseir in the great
gallery, and Mopsleur Robert Darzac
led Mademolselle ..Stangerson inlo tht
BonBervatory. I followed. Thc weathet
Vl'as very mlld that evenlng; the gar-
'!<'n doors v,'crc open. Mudemolsclk
Mangernon threw a flchu shawl over
ln r chouiders and I plalnly saw that
It was she who was begglng Monaleur
Darzac to go wlth her Into the carden
I contihued to foSow. inte-rested by tlu
iiiritailon plainly exhlblted by the
bcarii'^ of Monslcur Darzac. They
alov.'ly passed ulong the wall abtittlrig
on tlio Avenue Marigny. I took thc
central olley, walklng parallel wltl:
them, and then croguod over for thc
gurpOBa of gettlng neurer tp them. Tlu
night was dark, and the grass dead-
ehed tlie suuml of my ateps. They
l.i',i Btoppcd under thc vaclllatlng llght
. .f a ga* Jet and appeared to bo both
li'i.dlng over a paper held by Made-
wolselle Staiigernon, readin/g somc-
thlug v.'lilch dceply Ipterestcd them. 1
*topped In the riarkness and sllence.

"Nelther of them saw mc, and I dis-
l'ri<:'tly lieard Mademoiselle Stangerson
rcpoat. as she was rcfolding tfrc pa¬
per: 'The presby'tery has lost nothlng
of lts charm, nor thc garden its brlght-
ncMs:'.It was sald ln a tone at once
mueking and deepairlng, and was fol¬
lowed by a burst of such nervous
laughter fhat i think hor words will
nnver ceasc to sound In my cars. But
another plirasc was uttercd by Mon-
*leur Robert Darzac: 'Must I commlt
* crlme, then, to wln you?' Ilo was
ln au extraordinary agltatjcd state. Ue
took the hand of Madcmolselle Stan-
Kerson and^held lt for a long tlmo to
his lips, and I thought, from the move¬
ment of hls shoulders, that ho was
*rylng. Then they went away.
,"\Vhen I returned to the great gal-

lery," contlnued Rouletabille, "I saw
no moro of Monsleur Robert Darzac,
nnd I was not to hee hlm agoln until
after the tragedy at the Glandier.
Mademolsolle was near Mr. Raripe. who
was talklng with much antmatlon, hls
syes, during the conversation, glowlng
"with a slngular brightness. Made-
Jiiqlselle Stangerson, I thought, was
noi oven listenlng to w^iat he was
aiaying, her face expressing perfect
lndlfference. Hls faoe wus the red-face
of a drunkard. When Monslcur and
Mademolsello Stangerson left, ho Avent
to the bar and remalned thero. 1
Joinod hlm, and rendered him some llt¬
tlc service In the mldat of the presslng
crowd. Ilo thanked me aud told mc he
was returning to Amerlca three days
later, that is to say, on-'the 26th (the
day after tho crlme). I talked wlth

hlm about Fhllndelphln; ho told me ho
had lived thoro for flvo-atid-twenty
years, nnd that lt wns thero he had
niot tho lllustrlous Professor Htanger-
son and hls daughtor., Ifc drank a

great dcnl of champagnc, and when I
left hlm ho was very nenrly drunk.

"Htieli wero my cxpcrlenccs on that
evening. and 1 leavo you to linnglne
what effect tho ncwo of tho uttomptcd
niurdor of Mndomolsello Stangerson
produeed on mc.wlth what force thoso
word.'i pronounced by Monsjeur Robert
Diirzac, 'Must 1 commlt a orlmo. then,
to wln you'." roclirred to ine. lt was
not thls phrnse. however, thnt I repoatod
tu hlm whon we met here at Olandler.
The sentenco of tho presbytery and
the brlght garden sufflccd to open the
gato of tho chntcau. lf.you ask mo
If I bellevo now thnt Monslour Durznc

j ls tho mtirdorer, 1 must say I do not.
f do not thlnk 1 over nulto thought
that. At the tlme I could not really
thlnk seriously'of anythlng. 1 had st>
llttle ovldenco to go on. But I nceded
to hnvu at once the proof that ho had
not been woundod In the hand.

"Wtieii we were alone together, 1 told
hlm how I had chanced to overhoar a

part of his conversatlon wlth Madc-
molselle Htuiignrson ln the garden Jof
tho Elysee; and when I repoatcd to
hlm the words, -Alust I commlt acrlme,

! then, to wln you?* ho was greatly
trouhled, though much lesa so than he
Imd been .by hearlng mo repeat tho
phraso about the vresbytory, "What
ihrov.- hlm Into a state of real con-
stornatlon was to learn from me that
the day on whlch h6 had gone to mect
Marlemolsellc Stungerson at the Elysoe
was Ihc very day on whlch she had
gdne to the poHt-ofBce for the letter.
lt was thnt letter, pernaps, whlch end-
ed wlth tho words: 'Tho presbytery
has lost nothlng of Its chnrm, nor tho
garden Its brlghtness/ My stirmlse was
conllrined by my flndlng, lf you rc-

mombcr, ln the ashei. *»r\thn laboratory,
the fragment of paper datetl October
the 23d. Tho letter had boen wrlttcn
and wlthdrar/n from tl;-: post-offlco
on the samo day.
"There can be nq doubt that, on re-

turnlng from the "Elyseo that night.
Mademolselle Stangerson had trled to
destroy that compromlslng paper. It
was ln valn that Mopsleur Darzac de-
nled, that that letter had anythlng
whatevor to do wlth tho crlme. I told
hlm that ln an affatr so fllled with
mystery as thls, hc had no right to
hlde thla letter; that I was pcrsuadod R
was of considerable lmportance; that
the desperate lonc ln whlch Made-
molECllo Htangerson had pronounced
tho prophetic phrase.that hls own

ttars, and the threat of a crlme whlch
he had professed after the letter was

read.all these fact3 tended to leavo
no room for me to doubt. Monsieur
Darzac became more and more agi-
tated. and I dctermlneiLto takc advan-
tage of ihe effect 1 had produeed on

hlm. 'You/ were on tlio/ polnt of be¬
lng marrled, monsieur,' I sald neg-
ligcntly and wlthout looklng at hlm,

I 'and suddenly your marrlage becomes
Imposelble because of the wrlter of
tliat letter; because as soon &i hls
letter was read, you spoko of the
necesnitv for a crlme 10 wln Made¬
molselle Stangerson. Therefore there
ls some one -between you and her.
some one who ls preventlng your mar¬

rlage wlth her.some one who has at-

temptcd to klll her, so thnt sho should
not be able to marry'.' And I concluded
wlth these words: 'Xow, raonslcur, you
lmvje only to tell me in confldence the
name of'the murderer''.Tho words I
had uttercd must have struck him
omiiiously, for when I turned my eyes
on hlm, 1 saw thut his face was hag-
gard, the persplration standing on his
forehend. nnd tcrror shnwlng ln hls
eyes.

" 'Monsieur,' he sald to mc, 'I am go-
Ing to ask of you somotlilug whlch
mav appear Insane, but in exchange for
which 1 place my llfe in your hunds.
You must not tell the moglstrates of
what you saw and heard ln the garden
of tho Elysee.nelther to them nor to
anybody. I swear'to you, that I am

lnnocent. and I know, I feel, that you
belleve me; but I would rather bo
taken for tho gullty man than see

Justlce go astray on that phrase. 'Tho
presbytery hus lost nothlng of its
charhi, nor tho garden lts brlghtness.
The judgOK must know nothlng about
that phrase. All thls matter is in your
hands. Monsieur. 1 leavc It there; but
forget the evening at the Elysee. A
hundrc-d other roads aro open to you
in your search for the criminal. I
wlll open them for you myself. I wlll
help you.' Will you tako up your
(itiarters here? You may rcmain here
to do as you plcasc..Kat.^sleop here.
watch my actlons.tho actlons of all
here. You shall be master of tho
Glandler, monsieur; but forget the
evening at the Elysee.'"
Rauletablllo hore paused to take

broarh. I now understood what' had
appeared so unoxplalnable ln tho de-
meanor of Monsieur riobert Darzac to-
wards my frlend, and the facillty wlth
whlch tho young reportor had boert ablo
to Install hlmself on tho scene of the
crlme. My curlosity could not fall to
be excltod by all I had hoard. I asked
Rouletabllle to satlsfy it stlll further.
What had happened at the' Olandler
durlng tho- past week?.-rHad he not
told mo that there wero surfaco indl-
catlons against Monsleui--Darzac much
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more tcrriblo than that of tho cane
found by Larsan?
"Evcrythlng aeems to bo <4)0lt)tlng

agulrist hlm," ropllod my friend, "nnd
tlio sltiiation ls becomlng oxceodlngly
grave. Monsleur Darzac nppoars not to
mlnd It much; but'ln that ho la wrong.
I ivas Interested only In the health of
MadomolHello Stangerson,' which was
daily Improvlng, when somethlng oo-
currod tliat ls even moro mysterlous
than.than the mystcry of the Ycllow
Room!"

"/mposslble!" 1 crlod, "What could be
more myBterlous than tliat?"'
"Let ua first go back to Monslour

Robert Darzac," sald Roulefabillc,
calmlng me. "I havo said that overy-
thlng seoiiis to bo polntlng against
hlm. Tho marka of thc noat boots
found by Frodcrlc Larsan appear to be
really thc footprlnts of Ma'demolselle
Stangcrson's flanco. Tho marks made
by thc bicyclo may havo beon.mado
by hls blcycle. Ilo had uauafly left
It at the chateau; why did ho tako it
to ParlB on that partlcular occaslon?
Waa lt because he was not golng to
return agaln to tho chateau? Waa
lt because, owltig to tho broaklng off
of hls marrlage, hls rclatlons wlth tho
Htangersons were to cease? All who
aro interested In the matter afflrrn that
those rclatlons wore to continue un-
changod.

"Frederlc Larsan, liowcvcr, bclleves
that all Intcrcourso waa at an end.
From tho day when Monsleur Darzac
accompanled Mademoieello Stangerson
to the Grands MagaBlna de la Louvro
unlll the day after the crime, he had
not been at the Glandler. Remember
that Madeniolselle Stangerson lost her
reticulo contalnlng tho kcy wlth thc
briist) head whlle slio was ln hls com¬
pany. From that dny.to tho ovcnlng
at tho Elyaee, the Sorponno professor
and Mademolsello Stangerson did not
seo ono another; but they may IiaVe
wrllten to each other. Mademolsello
¦Stangerson went to the post-office to
get a letter, which LarBan aays was
wrltten by Robert Darzac; for know-
Ing nothlng of what had passed at the
Elysee, Larsan bclleves It was Monslcur
Darzac hlmself v/ho stolo tho retlctilu
with the key, wlth tho deslgn of foru-
Ing her consent, by gettlng poBsessIon
of the preclous papera of her father.
papera which he would havo restorcd
to hlm on condltlon that tho marrlage
ongagement was to bo fulfilled.

"All that would have been a very
doubtful and almost absurd hypothesls,
as Larsan admitted to mo, but for an¬

other and much graver clrcumstanco.
In the first place here ls somethlng
which I have not been able to cxplaiu
.Monslcur Darzac had hlmself, on the
24th, gono to the post-olllco to ask
for the lettor which Mademolselle had
called for'and recelved on the prevlous
evenlng. The descrlptlon of the man
who made appllcatlon tallles in every
respect wlth the appearance of Mon¬
sleur Darzac, who, In answer to the
questions put to hlm by the examlning
maglstrate, denles that he went to the
post-offlce. Now even admlttlrtg that
the letter was wrltten by him.which
I do not belleve.he knew that Made¬
molselle Stangerson had recelved lt,
sinco he had seen it ln her hands ln
the garden at the Elysee. It could not
have beon he, then, who Sad gonc to
the post-ofllee the day after the 21th
to ask for a letter which he knew. was
no longer there.
"To me it appears clear that some-

body, strongly resemldlng hlm, stolc
Mademolaelle Stangerson's retlcule, and
In that lotter had demanded of lier
somethlng which she had not sent hlm
He must have been surprlsed at the
failure of his demand, hence hls appll¬
catlon,. at the post-oiilce, to learri
whether hls letter had been dellvered
to tlie porson to whom lt had been
addrcssed. Flndlng that it had been
claimed, ho had become furlous. What
had he demanded? Nobody but Made¬
molselle Stangerson knows. Then,
on the day following, lt ls reported
that she had been murdercd during
tho night, and, the next day, I dis-
covered that the professor had, at Ihe
samo tlme, been robbed by means of
the key referred to ln the poste
restante letter. Itjtvould seem, then,
that the man who went to the post-
offlce to inquire for the letter must
have been the murderer. All these
argumenls Larsan applies as against
.Monsieur Darzac. You may be
sure that the examlning magis-
trate, Larsan, and myself. have done
our best to got from the post-'offlce
prcclse details relatlvo to the singular
personngo who appllcd there on the
21th of October. But nothlng has
been learned. "Wo don't know where
he came from.or where he went. Be-
yond the descrlptlon -which makes hlm
rescmhlc Monslour Darzac, wo know
nothlng.

"1 have announced ln the leading
journals that a handsomo roward wlll
bo gtven to a. drlver of any public con-
voyanoe who drove a fare to No. 40,
Post-Offloe, about 10 o'clock on the
mornlng of the 24th of October. In-
formation. to be addrossed to *M. R.,'
at the offlce of tho 'Epoque*; but no
answer has resulted. The man may
have walked; but, aa he was most like¬
ly ln a hurry, thero was a chance that
he mlght have gone in a cab. Who, 1
keep asking myself nlght and day, Is
tho man who so strongly rescmbles
Monsleur Robert Darzac, and who ls
also known to have bou^ht the cano
which has fallcn Into Larsan'3 hauds?
"Tho most serlous fact ls that Mon¬

sleur Darzac was, at tho very sanie
tlme that his doublo presented hlmself
at tho post-onice, down for a lecture
at the Sorbonnc. He had not dellvered
that lecture, and ono bf lils lrlonds
took his place. When I quesllonod
hlm as to how he had employod tho
tlme, he told me that ho had gorie
for a stroll in the Bols do Boulogne,
What do you thlnk of a professor who,
Instead of glylng hls lecture, obtatns
a substltute to go for a otroll ln the
Bols de Boulogne? *Whon Frederlc
Larsan asked hlm for Intprmatlon on
this point, ho quietly ropllod that it
waa no business of lils how ho apent
hi.s tlmo In Pnrls. On which Frod
Hworo aloud thnt ho would llud out;,
wlthout anybody's help.

"All this seema to (lt ln wlth Fred's
hypothesls, namely, that 'Monsleur
Stangerson allowod tho murderer to
oscapo^ln oVfJor to avold a scandal. Tha
hypothesls ls further substanttated by
the fact that Darzao was lu tho Yel-
low Room and was'permlttod to get
.away. Tliat hypothesls I belleve to be
a false ono, Larsan is belng mittled by
lt, though that would not' dlsplcaso
me, did lt not nffect an inuocont per-
son. Now does that hypothosis really
nilslead Frederlc Laraan? That iu tho
qucBtlon.that is the (|uestlou."
"Perhapa ho is rlght,1' I crled, in-

terruptlng Rouletabllle, "Aro you sure
thaOlonslftui.Darzac is innocent?.04
seoms to me tliat_j,heao are oxtraurdJ.
nary. eolncldoueos."

"Colncldences," rcpliod jny friend,
"ar,o. the worst eiiomles to truth." _-

"What does tho examlning magla-
trattv thlpk uow of, the matter?"
"Monsieur. ..do Marquet hesitates to

accuso Monslour pai'zac. irt the abaenco
of absoluto.proofs. Not only would ho
havo public opinlon wholly against
hlm, to say nothlng. of tho. f-Jorbonpe,
ijut Monsleur nnd Mademolsello Stun-
gei'sap,, silie ft^ores'Irtonsleui* RoUfit't
Da'rzou.1 iiicilri'Uriotiy" as sho saw the
murderer, it woula be hard, ta inulco

tho publlc bolleve tliat sho could oob
havo recognlzod hlm, lf Darzac Iiod
boon tho orlmlnal, No doubt tho Yol-
low Room wns vory dlinly Ilt( bnt a
nlght-Ilght, however smajV. glves somo
llght. ^llere, my boy, l:i how thlngs
stood whon, threo days, or rather threo
nights ugo, an oxtraordlnarily strango
Incldctit occuriod." /

' CIIAPTER XIV. ,'
"1 Kxpcct tlie Assiissln '1'lils F.vcnlng."

"X must tako you;" iinld Roulctablllo,
"so ns to cnablo you lo undorataiid, to
tho varlous sconos. I mysolf bcllcvo
that J havo dlscovercd what ovorybody
clso Ia Hcarchlng for, numely, how tho
murdercr csenped from tho Yollow
Room, wlthout any accompllco, and
wlthout Mademolsollo Stangcraon hav-
Ing had anythlng to do wlth lt. llut
so long as I am not oure of tho real
murdoror, I cannot stato tho thoory on
whlch I am .'worklng. I cr.n only say
that I bcllovc lt to bo corroot and, ln
any casc, a qulto natural nnd olmplo
one. An lo what happencd ln thls placo
threo nights ago, I must say It kept
me wondcrlng for a wholo day and a

night. JtipasHOH all bollof. The thoory
1 have formod from tho incldent ls so
absurd that I would. rather mattors
remained as yet unoxplalncl."
Saylng whlch tho young roportor In-

vlted me to go and make tho tour of
the chatnau wlth hlm. Tho only round
to bo henrd was the crunching of tho
dead leayea beneath our feet. The
sllence was so Inlcnse that one mlght
have thought the chatcau had beon
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abandonod. Tho old stones, tho sttig-
nant water of tho dltch surroundlng
Iho donjon, tho blcnk ground strown
wlth the dead loavos, tho dark,
skcleton-IIko ouUlnes of Iho troos, all
contributed to glve to tho dcsolnte
placo, now fllled wlth lts awful mys-
tory, an aspect the moat fimerenl. As
we passod round tho donjon, wo mot
tha Grocn Man, tho foroot-ltoopor, who
dld not greet us, but wallied by ns lf
wo hud not oxlsted. Ho was looking
Just -as I had formorly scon hlm
through tho window of tho Donjon Inn.
Ho hud stlll hls fowllng-pleco slung
nt hls back, hls plpo wus ln hls mouth,
nnd hls cyo-glasscs on hls noso.
"An odd kind of ilshl". .Rouletabllle

snld to mo, ln a low tono.
"Havo you spoken to hlm?" I asked.
"Yos, but I could get nothlng out

of hlm. Hls only anawors aro grunts
and shrugs of tho shoulders. Ho gon-
orally Ilves on tho flrst floor of tho
donjon.a blg room that onco servod
for an oratory. He llves llke a bear,
nevor goes out wlthout hls gun, and
Is only pleasant wlth the glrls. The
women, for Cwclvo mllos round, are all
settlng thelr caps at hlm. For tho
present, ho ls paylng attontlon to
Mudame Mathlou, whoso husband ls
keeplng a lynx oye upon hor ln con-
sequoncc.'''
After passlng tho donjon, whloh ls

situatod at tho oxtremo end of tho left
wlng, we went to tho back ot tho
chatoati. Rouletabllle, polnting to a
window, whlch I rccognlzed as tho
only one belonglng to Mademolselle
Stangerson's apartment, sald to me:

"Jf you had been here two nights
ago you would havo seen your humble
servant at tho top of a ladder, about
to ontor tho chateuu by that window."
As I oxpressod somo surprlse at thls

pleco of nocturnal gymnastlcs, he
bogged mo to notico carofully tho ex-
torlor dlsposltlon of thu chateuu. We
then went back Into tho bulldlng.

"I must now show you tho flrst
floor of tho chateau, whero I am llv-
itig," sald my frlend.
To enable the reodor the bettor to

undorstand the dlsposltlon of these
parts of tho dwclllng, I annex a plan
of tho flrst floor of the rlght wlng,;
drawn by Rouletabllle tho day after:
tho cxtraordlnary phenomOnon oc-
ourrod, tho detalls of whlch I am about
to relato.

1. Fosltlon where Rouletabllle
placod Frederlc Larsan.

2. Posltion whoro Rouletabllle
placed Duddy Jacques.

3. Posltion where Rouletabllle
placed Monsieur Stangerson.

4. Window by whlch Rouletabllle
entered.

B. "Window found opon by Roulot-
abillo when ho left tho room. He re-

closed it. All the other doors and
wlndows were shut. <

6. Terraco surmountlng a project-
ing room on the ground floor.
Rouletabllle motloned mo .to follow

hlm up a magnlflcont fllght of stalrs
endlng in a landing on tho flrst floor,
From this landing one could pasa to
the rlght or loft wlng of tho chateau
by a gallery openlng from it. Thla
gallery, hlgh and wlde, extonded along
the whole length of tho bulldlng, and
was lit from tho front of the chateau
facing the north. The rooms, tho
wlndows of whlch looked to the. south,
opened out of the gallery. Professor
Stangerson lnhablted the left wlng of
tho bulldlng. Mademolsello Stanger¬
son had her apartment ln tho rlght
wlng.
We ontorod the gallery to tho right.

A narrow carpot, lald on tho waxed'
-floor, whlch ahone llke glass, deadened
tha sound of our footsteps. Roulet¬
abllle asked mo, ln a low tone, to
walk carofully, as wo woro passlng. the
door of Mademolsello Stangerson's
apartment. Thls conslsted of a bed-
room, an ante-room, a small bath-room,
a boudolr, and a drawlng-room. Ono
could pass from ono to another of theso
rooms wlthout havlng to go by way of
the gallery. Tho gallery contlnued
stralght to tho western end of tho
bulldlng, where-lt waa llt by a hlgh
window (window 2 on the plan). At
about two-thlrda of Us length thls gal¬
lery, at a rlght angle, Jolnoil another
gallery following tho courso of tho
r-lght wlng.
Tho better to follow thls narratlve,

we shall call tha gallory loadlng from
tho stalrs to the eastern window, the
"right" gallery. and tho gallery gult-
tlng lt at a rlght anglo, the "off-turn-
lng" gallery (wlndlng gallory ln the
plan). It was at tho raeetlng polnt
of the two gallerlea that Rouletabllle
had hls chamber, adjolntng that of
Fredorio Larsan, tho door of eaoh
openlng on to the "off-turnlng" gal¬
lery, whilo the doors of Madomoiselle
Stangersonls apartment opened Into the
"rlght" gallery. (See the plan.)
Rouletabllle opened tbo door of hls

room, and aftor we had passed ln,
carofully drow tho bolt. I had not had
tlmo to glance round tha place in
which he had been lnstallod, when ho
uttered a cry of surprlse and polnted
to a palr of ey-glassea on a slde table.
"What aro theso dolng here?" ho

asked.
I should have been pujszlod to an¬

swor hlm.
..I wondor," he sald, "I wonder lf

thls ls what I havo beon searchlng
for. X wondor if thoso are the eyo-
glasses from tho presbytery!"
Ho selaed thom oagerly, hls flngers

caresslug tho glass. Then looking at
mo, wlth au oxpresslou of terror on

hls face, he murmurcd, "Oh!.Oh!"
Ho ropeatod tho oxclamntlon agaln

and agaln, as if hls thoughts had aud-
dcnly turnod hls braiu.
Ho roso and, puttlng hls hand on

my shouldor, laughed llke ono dement-
cd us he snld;
"Thoso glasses wlll drlve mo slllyl

Mathomatloally sponklng tho -thlng is
posslblo; but humanly spoaklng lt ls
lmpoHalble.or attorwarcls.or after*
wards."
Two llght knocks struok tho door.

Rouletablllo oponed lt. A flsm'o on-

Lered. 1 rcoognised, tho uonclorgo,
whom I had soon when eho was bolng
taken to the pavltlon for examination.
I was surprieod, thlnklng aho wus stlll
under lock and koy. Thla woman sald
iu a vory low tone:

"In the grove of the parquet,"
Rouletablllo replled: "Tltanks.".Tho

woman then left. He agalu turnod. to
mo, hla look haggard, after havlng
carefuily refaatenod; tha door, mutter-
lug somo Incomprohenulblo nhruseo,

"lf tho thlng ls mathomatloaUy poa-
slble, why should U not be humanly!
And lf lt ts, humanly poaslble, the
mattor la «lmply awful."

I interriiptod hlm ln solltoquy:
"Have they sot tho couoteygos at

llborty, then?" I asked.
"Yei,'* he roplledi "I had them llb-

erated. I noodefl paople J, co»dd trust,
'Xhiy VMHiau Ih Ihorouxhiv di.Voi.ovl to

".-"'""¦ '¦"'"-'¦

me, and her hiiahand would lay down
hl« llfo for mo,"
"Oho!" I sald, "whon wlll he havo

occaslon to do it?"
"Thls evenlng.for thls evenlng I ex-

pcct tho murderer."
"You oxpect tho murdoror thls ovon-

Ing? Then you know hlm?"
"I nhall know hlm; but i should ho

mnd to afflrm, categorlca.lly, .dt thla
moment tliat I do know hlm. Tho
mathematlcal Idea I have of tho mur¬
derer glvcB results bo frightful, so
monslrouB, that 1 hope It ls Btlll pos-
alblo that I am mlstakcn. I hopo so,
wlth all my heart!"

"Flvo mlnutea ago you did not know
tho murderer; how can you say that
you oxpoct hlm thla oveuInK?"

"Because' I know that ho must come."
Roulotablllo very slowly llllod hls

plpo and llt lt. That mennt an ln-
terestlng story. At that moment wo
hcard somo ono wnlklng in tho gai-
lory und passlng beforo our door. Rou-
letahllle llHtoned. The aound ot the
footstop dled away ln the dlojtance.

"Is Frederlc Larsan ln hls room?" I
asked, polntlng to tho partltlon.

"No," my frlond answerod. "Ho
went to Parla thls mornlng.stlll on
tho Bcent of Darzac, who also loft for
Parla. That matter wlll turn out bad¬
ly. I expect that Monsieur Darzac
wlll be arrested in tho course of tho
next week. Tho worst of lt Is that
overythlng seems to bo in lcaguq
against hlm.ctrcumstances, things,
people. Not an hour passos wlthout
hrlnglng some new evldenco against
hlm. Tho examlning maglstrato is
overwheltncd by it.and blind."
"Frederio Larsan, however, is not a

novlce,'' I sald.
"I thought so," said Rouletablllo,

with a sllghtly contemptuous turn of
hls lips, "I fancled ho was a much ablor
man. I had, lndeod, a' great admlra-
tlon for hlm, beforo I got to know hls
method of worklng. It's deplorable.
Ho owos hls ,reputatlon solely to his
ablllty; but ho lacks reasonlng powor
.tho mathomatlca ot hls ldoas are
vory poor."

I looked closely ot Rouletablllo and
could not holp smlling on hearlng thls
boy of eighteen talklng of a man who
had proved to tho world that he was
the finest poliee alouth-hound ln Eu¬
rope.
"You smlle," he sald; "you are

wrong! I swear I wlll outwlt him.
and ln a strlklng way! But I must
niako, haste about it, for .he has an
onormous atart of me.glven hlm by
Monsleur Robert Darzac, who la thls
evenlng golng to lncrease it stlll more.
Thlnk of lt!.every tlme tho murderer
comea to tho chateau, Monsleur Darzac,

by a etrango fatallty, absonts htraseli
and refuses to glvo any acootint ol
how ho employs hla tlme."
"Every tlmo tho assassin cota'es tt

tho chateau!" X crlcd. "Htta ho re*
turned. then-r?"

"Ves, during that.famoua nlght whoi,
the Btrange phonomenon occiirrcd."

I waa nqw golng to Icarn about tlu
natnnlshlng phenomonon to which lloui
letablllo had' made ulltislon half iu.
hour earller wlthout glvjng me nhy
cxptanatlon of lt. But I had I6arne4
never to presa Rouletablllo ln hl's'nar*
rativos. Ho spoko when the fancj
tooki hlm and when ho judged it U
be rlght, Ho was. less concerned nbout
my curloslty than he was fpr makiuj*
a complole sumnilng up for liiniiself ol
any Important matter lu Which h(
was tntoreoted. j <¦

At last, ln short rapid phraatJs, hv
acqualnted mo' wlth' things wjilcli
plunged me into a stato bordorlng on
complete bewlldorment. Indeod. tht
rusults of that stlll uiiknown aulonct
known as hypnotism, for examplo
were not moro Inexpllcabla than. th«
dlsappoarance of the matter of tlu
murderor at tho moment when fout
persons woro within touch of hlm. J
spoakt of hypnotism as i would oi.
electrlclty, for of tho naturo of botlr
wo are lgnornnt, and we know HttU
of thelr law». I dlto.those example*
becauso, at the tlmo, the case ap-
peared to me to be oiily expllcable by
tho inexpllcable.that is, ,by an evont
outslde of known natural laws.. And
yot, if I had had Rouletabllle's braln,
I should, llko him, havo had a pre-
Bontlmont of tho natural explanatlon^
for the most ourioua thing about all
the mystories of tho Glandler case
was the natural manner ln whioh he
explalned them.

I havo among the papera that were
sent mo by- tho young man, after the
affalr was ovor, a notc-book of his, in
which a completo nccount is given of
tho phonomenon of' the dlsappearanoo
of tho "matter" of the Ussassln, and
the thoughttvto which it gavo rlae in
the mlnd of my young friend. It ls
preferable, I think, to givo the roader
thls account, rather "than 'continue to
roproduce my conversatlori-with-Rou-
lotabllle; for I should bb afraldV' lu a

history of thls naturo, to add a Iwottij
that was not ln uccordanco witli the
strlctest truth.

(To Be Contlnued Next Sunday.)
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Ask the Woman Who Bakes
What she thinks of and what her experience has been with

Boyd's Pure Plpsphate Baking Powder
She will tell you that it
is more effective in lea-
enving power, rnakes

more tooth-
some, digesti-
ble and livhit?
er bread and
other baked
articles .than
any other
powder bb-
tainabie.

The Permanent
Cure of Alcohol
and Drug Habits
Can only be effected through the
genulne Dr. Losllo H. Koeley
treatment aa admlnlsterod at the
new

Keeley Institute,
Richmond, Va.,

Now located overlooklng Chlmborasro .Vapjr, <*<;(£ ttie oames xuver. Unfiar.
new 'managoment, located in a xiretentlous liome, newly fiirulslied, tho
ICeeley Institute, at Richmond, Va., pffcrs every adv.antftge for tha'
taklng of tho tlmo-trled and tested Keeloy Cure under ideal conditlont...

The charges, whlch'aro extremoiy moderate, cover-a treatniont ol
from four to six weeks, completely rebulldlng-tho-nervo celis from a
condition of cravlng to a normal, henlthy condition. of functlonal .pbr-
formanco. Wrlte to-day for full detalls.

THE KEELEY INSTITUTE
11IU Xorili U'hlrty-Seeonrt Street.

Uli'luiuju./, Vii.

Why iNot Be Cured ? Get Permanent Relief.

IWmimBfflm
No matter what you have tricd or how much you suffer,

don't lose d/day.get a bottle of Rheumateur at once. Ask any
druggist. It has twenty years' suceessful record in curing others,
and it will cure you. The very best testis a personal trial. You
risk only a few cents, and if you delay you continue to suffer.
Be wise.

Ask your druggist for Rheumateur or Phone 523. (V)

i

We extcnd to our many frlends and patrons our sliK'ere thauku i.h-

tho eonfiueimo whlch they havo dtepluyed by their patronagtv durhig tlio
past year, uml our boat wlshes for a most joyous CHRISTMAS si.Ai-iw,
.und a NlfiW YEAR of much' prosperlty.

C. Lumsden &-S00
^welen to the Virginia People,

731 Main Street Richmond, Virginia
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